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By Rogério “Rato” Marczak

hen a new kit makes an old 
one obsolete, what do you do 

with the old kit? Give it away? 
Trade it?

Here’s another option: Try converting 
it to an unusual version of the subject. 
Building models of prototypes is an obvi-
ous choice; they generally are close to the 
same shape and dimensions as the produc-
tion versions, so they can be modeled with 
easy conversions. When I dug an old 
Airfix Spitfire Mk.I out of my stash, that’s 
exactly what I thought.

Redrawing a Spitfire
Years ago, I rescribed the panel lines on this 
Airfix Spitfire but put it aside after the release 
of new kits by Revell and Tamiya. When I 
got plans for the Supermarine Type 300, the 
Spitfire’s prototype (Air Ministry registration 
K5054), they showed the panels on the wings 
and horizontal stabilizers were very different 
from the Mk.I but that my earlier scribing 
work on the fuselage could be used.

So, I filled in the wing panel lines with 
super glue, sanded them smooth, and scribed 
new lines, 1.

Before gluing the top and bottom wing 
halves together, I backed the wheel wells with 
styrene tubing and added structural details, 2. 
I added rivets to the underside of the wings, 
simulating the aircraft’s most visible rivet 
lines, 3. I didn’t want to overdo the rivet 
detail because Rolls-Royce puttied and 
sanded the K5054 while at its paint shop – 
just like its cars!
 
Exhausts and landing gear
The K5054’s exhaust stacks fit flush with the 
cowling panels, rather than protruding as on 

Spitfire Converting 
Airfix’s 1/72 
scale Mk.I to 
the Type 300 
prototype

Rato backdated an old-but-good kit to 
model the Supermarine Type 300,  
prototype of the famous Spitfire.
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